






T
he renal transplantation
program at  St .  Luke's
Hospita l  i s  beginning
anew. Orchestrating and

energizing St. Luke - Roosevelt's
transformation into a world-class
transplantation center is Dr. Alan I.
Benvenisty. His arrival represents the
keystone of a rapidly expanding
C o n t i n u u m  Tr a n s p l a n t a t i o n
P r o g r a m  marked by capital
improvements and cooperation
between the Continuum hospitals.
He brings technical excellence, med-
ical understanding and a vision of
the successful transplant team that he
has refined throughout his distin-
guished career.

Dr. Benvenisty was born in
Brooklyn, New York, and raised in
the suburbs of New York City. He
maintains a true native's allegiance
to the New York area. He graduated

s u m m a  c u m
l a u d e f r o m
Union College
and attended
medical school
at Columbia
University. He
completed his residency in general
surgery at the Presbyterian Hospital.
Attracted to transplant surgery
because "it is a very unique field
where a tremendous amount of basic
science knowledge is necessary to
take care of the patient at the bed-
side," he continued his training with
a peripheral vascular and transplant
s u r g e r y  f e l l o w s h i p  a t  t h e
Presbyterian Hospital. Upon comple-
tion of his fellowship in 1984, he
joined the s taf f  of  Columbia
University's Presbyterian Hospital.
During the last two decades, Dr.
Benvenisty has performed almost

500 renal transplants. His dedication
to transplant surgery brought him to
many leadership positions, including
Chairman of the Kidney/Pancreas
Committee  for  the  New York
Regional  Transplant  Program,
P r e s i d e n t  o f  N e w  Y o r k
Transplantation Society, a position
on the Education and the Program
Committees for the American Society
for Transplant Surgery and a position
on the Pediatric Committee of the
United Network for Organ Sharing
(UNOS).
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ST. LUKE’S - ROOSEVELT HOSPITAL CENTER IS PROUD
TO HAVE DR. ALAN I. BENVENISTY AT THE HELM OF ITS
TRANSPLANTATION PROGRAM.

Dr. Benvenisty

DR. BENVENISTY HAS BEEN A COURSE DIRECTOR FOR COLUMBIA
MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR ALMOST TWENTY YEARS. 
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T
hroughout his career, Dr
Benvenisty has planned
and refined the structure of
a coordinated and commit-

ted multi-disciplinary approach to
patient care. His new transplant team
at St. Luke's - Roosevelt Hospital is
committed to the varied and complex
needs of transplant patients. Each
member holds quality and patient
care paramount and creates a plan
which is personalized for each partic-
ular patient.

Dr. Steven Smith is one of the
St. Luke's - Roosevelt  nephrologists
whose expertise and experience plays
a  crucial role in the care of these
patients. He trained at Columbia
University's Presbyterian Hospital
and has extensive clinical experience
here at SLR. Dr. Marc Bessler sup-
ports the team with minimally inva-
sive harvests and laparoscopic donor
procedures.  Dr. Fred Kimmelstiel,
who himself has a great deal of expe-
rience in the transplant arena, will be
assisting Dr. Benvenisty with the
transplant surgery. Barbara Hanley

boasts almost twenty years of experi-
ence which will aid her in her role of
administrator for the transplant
department. Barbara Lindower,
R.N., an integral member of the
team at SLR for several years, has
worked closely with Dr. Benvenisty
and the new team to assure a smooth
transition and provide continuity of
care for our patients. Catherine
Carota, a social worker, will be spe-
cially devoted to meeting the needs
of transplant patients and their fam-
ilies. Celenia Mane, a financial
administrator, helps coordinate
insurance issues. 

Other  surgeons in the
department will contribute with
their own experience in transplant
surgery and expertise in other surgi-
cal fields. St. Luke’s - Roosevelt’s sur-
gical residents will assist and learn.
Specialized sonographers will assess
g r a f t s  a n d  k i d n e y  f u n c t i o n .
Radiologists, anesthesiologists, and
dieticians will work together, each
functioning as a vital member of the
team. "One surgeon can't do it," says

Dr Benvenisty in a sternly emphatic
tone. "Even two doctors together
can't really do it right. You need a
really interested and devoted team.
That is what we have assembled here
at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital
Center." 

and the Transplant Team

SLR’S NEW TRANSPLANT TEAM FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: ARLENE WILLIAMS (DIETICIAN), CELENIA MANE (FINANCIAL COORDINATOR), BARBARA LINDOWER,
R.N. (TRANSPLANT COORDINATOR), ALAN BENVENISTY, M.D. (CHIEF TRANSPLANT SURGEON), BARBARA HANLEY (ADMINISTRATOR), STEVEN SMITH, M.D.
(TRANSPLANT NEPHROLOGIST), CATHERINE CAROTA, B.S., M.S.W. (SOCIAL WORKER).

DR. STEVEN SMITH DISCUSSES
NEW IMMUNOSUPRESSIVE MED-
ICATIONS DURING SLR’S RECENT
TRANSPLANT OUTREACH.
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The past
decades
o f  S t .
Luke’s -

R o o s e v e l t
H o s p i t a l ’ s
transplanta-
tion surgery
are character-
ized by inno-
va t ion  and
development. 

In 1971,
Dr. Lawrence
S t e v e n s
j o i n e d  S t .
L u k e ’ s

Hospital as Director of the Division of
S u r g i c a l  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
Transplantation Program.  During these busy times,
Dr Robert McCabe pioneered the development of
one of the first organ perfusion and preservation
machines. This groundbreaking innovation extend-
ed the viability of harvested kidneys from minutes
to days and marked St. Luke's Hospital and its
research laboratories as leaders in organ trans-
plantation throughout New York and the rest of
the country. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Lawrence
Stevens and Dr. Conrad Lattes, St. Luke’s started a
dedicated fellowship in renal transplantation. In
1973, Dr. Danne Lorieo was the first surgeon to
take this position and he still practices at St. Luke's
- Roosevelt Hospital to this date.  Further research
endeavors in the mid 1970’s continued under the
leadership of Dr. James Pierce.  

In 1979 Dr. Conrad Lattes became the first
Director of Clinical Transplantation at St. Luke’s
Hospital. During this period, the department

enjoyed a successful surge in staff and growth of the
fellowship program. Familiar graduates of the
research fellowship include Drs. William Ramey,
Fred Kimmelstiel, Daniel Swistel and Alexander
Swistel.

In 1992, with construction of the new St.
Luke's Hospital building, the transplant program
flourished under the leadership of Drs. Lorieo and
Kimmelstiel, who both played active roles shaping
the program. Later in 1997, with the arrival of Dr.
John Tomasula, the program assigned a dedicated
transplant surgeon. 

Combining over thirty years of experienced
transplant surgeons with the new leadership of Dr.
Alan I. Benvenisty, our program is poised to become
the premier center of excellence for renal transplant
in New York City and beyond.

ST. LUKE’S ICU NURSES (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT)
JULIE PIMENTEL, R.N., MILA JONES, R.N.,
MERCEDITA CORPUS, R.N. AND CHRIS MARSON,
R.N. ATTEND SLR’S RECENT TRANSPLANTATION
SYMPOSIUM. 

A PAST VIEW FROM THE ANESTHESI-
OLOGIST’S CHAIR IS SHOWN ABOVE.
SLR HAS ALWAYS BEEN AT THE
LEADING EDGE OF SURGICAL
DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION.
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THE MOST ADVANCED TOOLS AND
EQUIPMENT ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN
THE NEW VASCULAR ULTRASOUND
LABORATORY.
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“Renal transplant is an exciting field. It is
always changing and so I am always
learning," Dr. Benvenisty states. As
part of providing the best care to his

patients, his transplantation program must also
engage in the research that is transforming the field. 

Current research interests include studies of
hemodynamics for sequential lower extremity
bypass as well as radiation and Rapamycin therapy
for neo-intimal hyperplasia. He is also involved in
evaluating new techniques and cutting-edge prod-
ucts. Dr. Benvenisty is testing new kinds of aortic
endografts and studying flexible renal stents to aid
renal salvage.  

Dr. Benvenisty sees expanding the living
donor pool as the greatest challenge facing renal
transplantation today. "We need creative ways to use
organs from donors who are not completely com-
patible with the transplant recipient. Techniques for
accomplishing this might include plasmapheresis,
the use of monoclonal anti-B antibodies or specific

directed immunosuppressive protocols." He hopes
to continue cooperative research with the other
Columbia campuses, allowing extension of proto-
cols that evaluate immunosuppressive treatments to
the St. Luke's - Roosevelt program.

The program's mission is to provide excel-
lence in renal transplantation to any person in need
of living-related or cadaveric kidney transplanta-
tion. Dr. Benvenisty prides himself on a long stand-
ing collaborative relationship with many nephrolo-
gists and nephrology centers in the greater New York
area. He hopes to expand these relationships by cre-
ating a regional renal transplant referral and sup-
port center. This support network will provide
information and services to both the transplant
recipient and the primary physicians that are caring
for the patient. Additional services will provide
selective outpatient follow-up of transplant related
issues, as well as inpatient care if deemed necessary
by the referring nephrologists or the transplant sur-
geon. 

"This is an exciting time for an exciting
field," says Dr. Benvenisty with the earnest enthusi-
asm of an individual clearly relishing the experience
of creating a multi-disciplinary team and actively
building a world-class renal transplant program. 
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EXCELLENT NURSES
AND SUPPORT STAFF
WHO SHARE YEARS
OF CLINICAL EXPE-
RIENCE AND INDI-
V I D U A L I Z E D
PATIENT ATTENTION
ADD THE PERSON-
ALIZED TOUCH FOR
A S U C C E S S F U L
T R A N S PLANT PRO-
GRAM.

P A S T - P R E S E N T

F U T U R E

THE HONORABLE
THERESA FALLMAN,
DISTRICT LEADER
O F T H E 7 0 T H
A S S E M B L Y
DISTRICT, IS BEING
C A R E D F O R B Y
HE C TO R VA RG A S
A N D P R A N O M
NIYOMTHAI, R.N.
DURING A DIALYSIS
SESSION.  
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