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 On behalf of the International Society of 

Sympathetic Surgery, the Society of Thoracic 

Surgeons, and the organizing committee for VATS 

2009: The Seventh International Symposium on 

Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery, we are pleased to 

invite you to The Eighth International Symposium on 

Sympathetic Surgery (ISSS), to be held sequentially 

with VATS 2009 March 25-29, 2009, in New York, 

New York.

The first half of this symposium (ISSS) will provide 

evidence-based education to clinicians and 

investigators for the treatment of sympathetic 

disorders, with a special emphasis on the treatment 

of hyperhidrosis. Nonsurgical management, as well 

as the indications for and techniques of surgical 

treatment, and potential complications and side 

effects will be highlighted. The second half of the 

symposium (VATS 2009) will cover video-assisted 

thoracic surgery and other minimally invasive 

techniques including laparoscopy, robotic surgery, 

ablation, and bronchoscopy as applied to malignant 

and benign diseases of the thorax. New therapeutics 

for the treatment of lung and esophageal cancer, as 

well as the use of chemotherapy and molecular 

targeted therapy, will also be highlighted.

International experts have developed solutions to 

treating many thoracic disorders that are less invasive 

than traditional techniques. This meeting will allow 

the faculty to educate across disciplines in the proper 

indications for utilizing these technologies.

Submissions from clinical investigators are 

encouraged for what is anticipated to be a robust 

scientific program. Poster presentations, with 

enhanced opportunity to interact with the faculty, are 

also requested.

A number of prestigious international societies have 

endorsed this program. Please join us for an 

outstanding educational and cultural experience in 

one of the world’s premier cities. 

Welcome Message
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Full Professor of Thoracic Surgery
University of Sao Paulo, Medical School
Sao Paulo, Brazil
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RUSH University Medical Center
Chicago, IL
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Venue and Accommodations

The Eighth International Symposium on 

Sympathetic Surgery (ISSS): Approaching Clinical 

Care With Clinical Science and VATS 2009:  

The Seventh International Symposium on  

Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery will be held at 

the Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers,  

New York, New York.

Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers

811 7th Ave. at 53rd St.

New York, NY 10019

+001 (212) 581-1000

Room accommodations for this program are $339 USD 

per night, single or double occupancy, plus state and 

local taxes. To reserve a room at this program rate, 

please book before March 2, 2009.

To reserve your room online, please visit  

www.thecbce.com/ISSSVATS. 

Travel Agency 

For assistance in booking your travel, please contact 

Freeport Travel Services at +001 (888) 748-9288.

Cancellation Policy

If a cancellation is received in writing by March 4, 2009, 

75% of the registration fee will be refunded. All 

cancellation requests should be sent to the CBCE™ (The 

Center for Biomedical Continuing Education) at the 

address below.

The CBCE

1707 Market Place Blvd., Suite 370

Irving, TX 75063

Travel and Health Insurance

The CBCE strongly recommends each participant take 

out insurance to cover loss incurred in case of 

cancellation, medical expenses, and damage or loss 

of personal effects. The CBCE is not liable for any 

medical costs incurred by participants or loss or 

damage to property belonging to participants.

Official Language

The official language of this program is English.

Educational Grant Information

For information regarding educational grants, please 

contact Katie Owrey, The CBCE, via e-mail,  

kowrey@thecbce.com, or phone, +001 (972) 692-2023.

Sponsorship and Exhibit Information 

ISSS and VATS 2009 offer many opportunities for 

sponsorships and exhibiting. For more information or to 

request a packet, please contact the Exhibit Manager via 

e-mail, exhibits@thecbce.com.

Program Information
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Poster Sessions

Poster sessions will highlight 4-6 selected abstracts in 

poster format. These posters will be displayed during 

specified times on the agenda, and the selected 

authors will be available for question-and-answer 

sessions. The authors, along with the moderator(s), will 

provide commentary on the research findings.  

Paper Sessions

Paper sessions will be discussed in the main program. 

The selected authors will have 10 minutes to present 

their research and findings, and then 5 minutes for 

attendees to ask further questions.

Movie Sessions

Movie sessions are included in the main program. 

Selected demonstrations of surgical treatments, 

including potential complications and side effects, 

will be shown, followed by short question-and-

answer sessions.

Program Highlights
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The Eighth International Symposium on  

Sympathetic Surgery (ISSS): Approaching 

Clinical Care With Clinical Science

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

12:00-6:00 PM 	 Registration

6:00-7:00 PM	 Welcome Reception

7:00-7:20 PM 	� Opening Ceremony and Welcome 
Address  
Mark Krasna and Alan Cameron

7:20-7:45 PM	� History of Sympathectomy	  
Harold C. Urschel

7:45-8:10 PM	� History of the ISSS	  
Moshe Hashmonai

Movie Session I 		

Moderators: 	� Cliff P. Connery and José Ribas Milanez 
de Campos

8:10-8:25 PM	 Movie #1 With Discussion

8:25-8:40 PM	 Movie #2 With Discussion

8:40-8:55 PM	 Movie #3 With Discussion

8:55-9:10 PM	 Movie #4 With Discussion

Thursday, March 26, 2009

7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 	 Registration

8:00-9:00 AM	� Moderated Poster Session I With  
the Professors and Breakfast in the 
Exhibit Hall	

Moderators: 	 Lyall Gorenstein and Daniel Miller 

Plenary Session I	
Moderators: 	 Alan Cameron and Peter Licht

9:00-9:20 AM	� Anatomy and Physiology of the 
Sympathetic Nervous System	

	 Christoph Schick

9:20-9:35 AM	 �What Are the Cardiac Consequences 
After ETS?	

	 Mark Krasna

9:35-10:05 AM	� The Conservative Management of  
Palmar and Axillary Hyperhidrosis:  
Topical Agents, Iontophoresis, and Botox

	 David Pariser

10:05-10:20 AM	� Nonsurgical Management of  
Craniofacial Hyperhidrosis	

	 Samantha Neves

10:20-10:30 AM	 Question-and-Answer Session

10:30-10:45 AM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall

Paper Session I			 

Moderators: 	 Noel Perin and Christoph Schick

10:45-11:00 AM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

11:00-11:15 AM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

11:15-11:30 AM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

11:30-11:45 AM	 Paper #4 With Discussion

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM	 Paper #5 With Discussion

12:00-12:15 PM	 Paper #6 With Discussion

12:15-12:30 PM	 Paper #7 With Discussion	

12:30-2:00 PM	 Lunch in the Exhibit Hall

Plenary Session II		
Moderator: 	 Mark Krasna

2:00-2:20 PM	� Roundtable Discussion: Optimal Level of 
Sympathectomy for Palmar and Axillary 
Hyperhidrosis

	� Alan Cameron, Moshe Hashmonai, 
and Christoph Schick

2:20-2:40 PM	� Selection of Patients for ETS: 
Preoperative, Clinical, and Laboratory 
Evaluation

	 Georg Bischof

2:40-3:00 PM	� Quality of Life and Hyperhidrosis: What 
Have We Learned? A Questionnaire 
Analyzed After 5 Years

	 José Ribas Milanez de Campos

3:00-3:10 PM	 Question-and-Answer Session	
	
Paper Session II		

Moderators: 	 Georg Bischof and Sean C. Grondin

3:10-3:25 PM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

3:25-3:40 PM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

3:40-3:55 PM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

3:55-4:10 PM	 Paper #4 With Discussion

4:10-4:25 PM	 Paper #5 With Discussion

4:25-5:00 PM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall

Agenda subject to change.

Agenda
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Movie Session II 

Moderators: 	� Cliff J. Connery and José Ribas Milanez de 
Campos

5:00-5:15 PM	 Movie #1 With Discussion

5:15-5:30 PM	 Movie #2 With Discussion

5:30-5:45 PM	 Movie #3 With Discussion

5:45-6:00 PM	 Movie #4 With Discussion

6:00-6:15 PM	 Movie #5 With Discussion

6:15-6:30 PM	 Movie #6 With Discussion

6:30-8:00 PM 	 Reception
	
Friday, March 27, 2009

7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 	 Registration

8:00-9:00 AM 	� Moderated Poster Session II With the 
Professors and Breakfast in the Exhibit Hall	

Moderators: 	 Cliff P. Connery and Moshe Hashmonai

Plenary Session III		
Moderators: 	 Georg Bischof and Peter Licht

9:00-9:25 AM	� Roundtable Discussion: A Proposal for 
Standardization of Nomenclature and 
Reporting From ISSS	

	 �Discussion Leader: Robert Cerfolio
	� Panel Members: Cliff P. Connery, José 

Ribas Milanez de Campos, Mark Krasna, 
Daniel Miller, and Christoph Schick

9:25-9:40 AM	� Critical Review of Methods of Interruption 
of the Sympathetic Chain—Clip, Harmonic, 
Electrocautery, Excision: Does It Matter?	
Daniel Miller

9:40-9:55 AM	� What Is the Evidence-Based Data for 
Choice of Treatment Levels?

	 Fabio Jatene

9:55-10:10 AM	� Compensatory Sweating and Patient 
Dissatisfaction

	 Lyall Gorenstein

10:10-10:25 AM	� Technical Difficulties and Managing 
Possible Complications During ETS

	 Cliff P. Connery

10:25-10:30 AM	� Question-and-Answer Session: True 
Anonymous Complication Rates

10:30-10:45 AM	� Treatment of Plantar Hyperhidrosis: Results 
After Thoracic and Lumbar Sympathectomy

	 Marcelo de Paula Loureiro	

10:45-11:00 AM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall

Paper Session III		

Moderators: 	 Moshe Hashmonai and Rafael Reisfeld

11:00-11:15 AM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

11:15-11:30 AM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

11:30-11:45 AM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM	Paper #4 With Discussion

12:00-12:15 PM	 Paper #5 With Discussion

12:15-12:30 PM 	 Paper #6 With Discussion

12:30-2:15 PM	 Lunch in the Exhibit Hall

Plenary Session IV		
Moderators: 	� Michael J. Mack and Harold C. Urschel

2:15-2:30 PM	� Should You Offer ETS for Craniofacial Sweating 
and Facial Blushing? If Not, Then What?

	 Peter Licht

2:30-2:35 PM	 Question-and-Answer Session	

2:35-2:50 PM	� Psychiatric Aspects of Patients With 
Hyperhidrosis		

	 Franklin Schneier

2:50-3:05 PM	� Reversal Surgery and Clip Removal: Friend 
or Foe?		

	 Rafael Reisfeld

3:05-3:20 PM	� Re-DO Sympathectomy: Indications, 
Problems, and Results	

	 Cristoph Neumayer

3:20-3:35 PM	 Audience Poll of Anonymous Results
	� Cliff P. Connery and José Ribas  

Milanez de Campos

3:35-3:50 PM	� Are There 21st-Century Indications for ETS 
Other Than for Hyperhidrosis?	

	 Michael J. Mack

3:50-5:00 PM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall
 
Poster Session III		

Moderators: 	� Cliff P. Connery, José Ribas Milanez de 
Campos, and Mark Krasna

5:00-5:15 PM	 Poster #1 With Discussion

5:15-5:30 PM	 Poster #2 With Discussion

5:30-5:45 PM	 Poster #3 With Discussion

5:45-6:00 PM	 Poster #4 With Discussion

6:00-6:15 PM	 Poster #5 With Discussion

6:15-6:30 PM 	 Poster #6 With Discussion

6:30 PM	 Evening on Your Own
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VATS 2009: The Seventh International 

Symposium on Video-Assisted Thoracic 

Surgery

Saturday, March 28, 2009

7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 	 Registration

8:00-8:55 AM 	� Moderated Poster Session IV With the 
Professors and Breakfast in the Exhibit Hall 

Moderator: 	 Mitchell J. Magee

8:55-9:00 AM	� Opening Ceremony and Welcome Address
	 Mark Krasna

Plenary Session I	
Moderator: 	 Stephen R. Hazelrigg

9:00-9:15 AM	 VATS: A Historical Perspective	
	 David Sugarbaker

9:15-9:30 AM	 VATS Lobectomy: US Perspective  	
	 Robert McKenna

9:30-9:45 AM	� VATS Lobectomy: International Perspective 	
Giancarlo Roviaro

9:45-10:00 AM	� Sublobar VATS Resections: Including 
Brachytherapy/Laser	

	 Rodney Landreneau

10:00-10:10 AM	 Question-and-Answer Session

Paper Session I  		

Moderator: 	 Thomas D’Amico

10:10-10:25 AM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

10:25-10:40 AM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

10:40-10:55 AM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

10:55-11:15 AM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall
	
Plenary Session II	
Moderator: 	 Mark Krasna

11:15-11:30 AM	 Videomediastinoscopy 	
	 Toni Lerut

11:30-11:45 AM	 Minimally Invasive Staging of NSCLC	
	 Mark Krasnik

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM	 Robotic Lung Resections 	
	 Franca Melfi

12:00-12:20 PM	� Tools to Predict Benefit From Adjuvant 
Chemotherapy in NSCLC

	 David H. Harpole Jr

Paper Session II		

Moderator: 	 Kemp H. Kernstine

12:20-12:35 PM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

12:35-12:50 PM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

12:50-1:05 PM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

1:05-2:00 PM	 Lunch in the Exhibit Hall

Plenary Session III	
Moderator: 	 Malcolm DeCamp

2:00-2:15 PM	� Robert Ginsburg Lecture: A Senior 
Surgeon Reflects on VATS	

	 Harold C. Urschel

2:15-2:30 PM	 VATS Management of Pneumothorax	
	 Giuseppe Cardillo

2:30-2:45 PM	 VATS Management of Empyema		
	 Robert Cerfolio

2:45-3:00 PM	� VATS/Pleural Catheter Drainage for 
Malignant Pleural Effusion

	 Joe B. Putnam Jr

3:00-3:15 PM	 VATS Thymectomy	
	 Jesus Loscertales

3:15-3:30 PM	 VATS for Mediastinal Tumors	
	 Stephen R. Hazelrigg

3:30-3:45 PM	 Robotic Assisted Mediastinal Resections	
	 Cliff P. Connery

3:45-4:00 PM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall

Paper Session III		

Moderator: 	 Walter Weder

4:00-4:15 PM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

4:15-4:30 PM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

4:30-4:45 PM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

4:45-5:00 PM	 Paper #4 With Discussion
	
Movie Session

Moderators: 	 Luis Carlos Losso and Walter Weder

5:00-5:15 PM	 Movie #1 With Discussion

5:15-5:30 PM	 Movie #2 With Discussion

5:30-5:45 PM	 Movie #3 With Discussion

5:45-6:00 PM	 Movie #4 With Discussion

6:00-6:15 PM	 Movie #5 With Discussion

6:15-6:30 PM	 Movie #6 With Discussion

Agenda subject to change.

Agenda
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6:30-7:00 PM 	 Cocktail Reception

7:00-10:00 PM 	 Dinner

Sunday, March 29, 2009

7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 	 Registration

8:00-9:00 AM	� Moderated Poster Session V With  
the Professors and Breakfast in the 
Exhibit Hall

Moderator: 	 Raja M. Flores

Plenary Session IV	
Moderator: 	 Erino A. Rendina

9:00-9:15 AM	� Ablative Therapy for Barrett’s 
Esophagus

	 Daniel Miller

9:15-9:30 AM	� Minimally Invasive Staging of 
Esophageal Cancer: VATS/LS/EUS 
Staging

	 Mark Krasna

9:30-9:45 AM	 Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy
	 Raja M. Flores

9:45-10:00 AM	� Robotic Esophagectomy Malignant 
Pleural Effusion

	 Kemp H. Kernstine

Paper Session IV	

Moderator: 	 Scott Swanson

10:00-10:15 AM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

10:15-10:30 AM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

10:30-10:45 AM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

10:45-11:15 AM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall

Plenary Session V	
Moderator: 	 Michael J. Mack

11:15-11:30 AM	� MIS for GERD or Paraesophageal 
Hernia

	 Joshua R. Sonett

11:30-11:45 AM	 MIS for Achalasia
	 Thomas Rice

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM	 MIS for Esophageal Diverticulae
	 Michael J. Liptay

Paper Session V

Moderator: 	 Rui Haddad

12:00-12:15 PM	 Paper #1 With Discussion

12:15-12:30 PM	 Paper #2 With Discussion

12:30-12:45 PM	 Paper #3 With Discussion

12:45-2:00 PM	 Lunch in the Exhibit Hall

Plenary Session VI	
Moderator: 	 Hani Shennib

2:00-2:15 PM	� Tsugao Naruke Lecture: VATS in the  
21st Century: Where Are We Going?

	 Michael J. Mack

2:15-2:30 PM	 VATS for Emphysema
	 Walter Weder

2:30-2:45 PM	 Bronchoscopic Treatment of Emphysema
	 Erino A. Rendina

2:45-3:00 PM	 VATS for Pericardial/Diaphragm Disease
	 Keith Naunheim

3:00-3:15 PM	 VATS for Atrial Fibrillation
	 Randall K. Wolf

3:15-3:30 PM	 Break in the Exhibit Hall

Plenary Session VII	
Moderator: 	 Randall K. Wolf

3:30-3:45 PM	 The New OR With Integrated Imaging
	 Hani Shennib

3:45-4:00 PM	� Ablative Therapy for Lung Cancer: 
Endobronchial, Percutaneous, VATS—
Directed Stereotactic Radiosurgery

	 Hiran Fernando

4:00-4:15 PM	 VATS for Adult Pectus Deformities 
	 Speaker Invited

4:15-4:30 PM	 VATS for Trauma
	 Rui Haddad

4:30-4:45 PM	 Teaching and Promoting VATS
	 Thomas D’Amico

4:45-5:15 PM	 Question-and-Answer Session

5:15 PM	 Adjourn
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The CBCE will be collecting all submissions for the 

poster, paper, and movie sessions intended for this 

program. All entries will be reviewed and chosen by 

the Scientific Committee for this program. All 

abstracts should be one page in length. Pictures 

and/or slides should not be included. 

In order to submit a poster, paper, and/or movie, 

please complete the Submission Form, available 

online at www.thecbce.com/ISSSVATS,  

and e-mail it along with your abstract to  

Melanie Heath at mheath@thecbce.com, or  

fax to: +001 (214) 260-0408, Attn: Melanie Heath,  

ISSS and VATS 2009 Symposia Abstracts.  

The submission deadline is January 31, 2009.

Responsibilities of the Presenting Author

• �The first author listed for each abstract serves as the 

presenting author and as the primary contact for all 

correspondence regarding the abstract, unless otherwise 

specified.

• �The presenting author must be one of the coauthors 

listed on the submitted abstract. 

• �The presenting author is responsible for the following: 

	 • �Ensure that all authors read the abstract and agree 

to be coauthors. Failure to get approval from all 

authors will result in rejection of the abstract.

	 • �Notify all coauthors of any additions, deletions, 

and changes to the program as may be 

communicated by the CBCE.

	 • �Obtain all conflict of interest disclosure and 

copyright transfer information from coauthors.

	 • �Forward all correspondence to all coauthors, 

including the CBCE policies and guidelines and 

the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 

Education (ACCME) Standards for Commercial 

Support for Continuing Medical Education (CME). 

• �The CBCE will not edit or revise the submitted abstracts.

Authors’ Consent and Waiver of Claims

• �Each abstract author must disclose any conflict of 

interest.

• �The first author is responsible for obtaining disclosure 

information from all coauthors.  

• �All submitting authors will be supplied with a conflict of 

interest form to complete and return by a specified due 

date, or the submission will be disqualified.  

• �All authors must disclose any relevant information 

regarding any personal or professional relationships (in 

the past 12 months) that could affect the author’s 

contribution to the presentation.

General Guidelines

• �The abstract must address scientific questions, detailed 

clinical observations, or contain primary scientific data. 

Research must fit into one of the categories included in 

Call for Abstracts
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the agenda or program scope, including but not 

limited to sympathectomy, hyperhidrosis, and video-

assisted thoracic surgery.

• �No revisions can be made after the abstract 

submission deadline.

• �Abstracts generally may not be withdrawn once 

submitted. If you prefer that your abstract be withdrawn 

if not accepted for presentation at ISSS and VATS 2009, 

you must indicate that on the abstract submission.

• �Presentation at ISSS and VATS 2009 must reflect the 

abstract. In particular, the abstract title, authorship, 

and scientific content of the presentation must match 

that of the submitted abstract.

• �Generic or scientific names should be used. The CBCE 

reserves the right to respond to the author and 

require that proprietary names be replaced with 

generic names in order to adhere to this policy. 

Abstract Review and Selection Process

• �After the submission deadline has passed, all 

completed abstracts will be made available to the 

Scientific Committee for review and scoring, and final 

decisions will be made by the Program Committee in 

February. Notifications of selection will be sent by 

February 13, 2009.

• �All abstracts submitted will be considered eligible for 

one presentation: plenary, poster, or movie.

	 • �Plenary sessions feature the top submitted 

abstracts. These are formal oral presentations, 

each of which is followed by a brief discussion. 

	 • �Poster sessions allow the viewing of a poster 

illustration of the abstract. Authors are expected to 

post their poster by 6:00 AM on March 26, to remove 

their poster after 5:00 PM on March 29, and to be 

present at their poster session to answer questions 

during assigned poster presentation times. 

Acceptance/Rejection Notification

• �Notification regarding acceptance or rejection of 

abstracts will be sent to the presenting author by  

February 13, 2009, via e-mail; thus, an accurate e-mail 

address is critical. If you have not received an e-mail 

notification by February 13, 2009, please contact Melanie 

Heath via e-mail, mheath@thecbce.com, or phone,  

+001 (972) 692-2051. 

• �The decisions of the ISSS and VATS 2009 Educational 

Committees regarding acceptance and presentation 

selection of abstracts are final. 

Publication in the ISSS and VATS 2009 Program Book

• �All abstracts accepted for presentation (plenary, poster, or 

movie) at ISSS and VATS 2009 will be published in the 

Program Book.

Copyright Policy

All authors must assign copyright of the abstract to the 

CBCE, unless one of the authors is a US federal employee.
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New York*

New York is the largest city in the United States, 

with a metropolitan area that is among the largest 

urban areas in the world. The city serves as one of 

the world’s primary global cities, exerting a 

powerful influence over worldwide commerce, 

finance, culture, and entertainment. The city is also 

an important center for international affairs, hosting 

the United Nations headquarters.

New York is largely unique among American cities 

for its high use of mass transit, and the overall 

density and diversity of its population. In 2005, 

nearly 170 languages were spoken in the city and 

36% of its population was born outside the United 

States. The city is sometimes referred to as “The 

City That Never Sleeps” due to its extensive  

24-hour subway system and constant bustling of 

traffic and people. Other nicknames include 

Gotham and the Big Apple.

*Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City.

Climate

The climate in New York in March is cool, with 

temperatures ranging from an average daily low of 

35°F to an average daily high of 50°F. A jacket is 

recommended.

Sales Tax

A sales tax of 8.375% is imposed on the majority of 

items purchased in New York. 

Electricity

Electricity in United States operates on 110V, 60 cycles 

per second. Non–North American visitors are 

encouraged to bring a plug adaptor if they wish to use 

their personal appliances. A converter may also be 

required to change the voltage. Outlets in United 

States accept a flat blade plug.

Currency Exchange

Visitors are encouraged to exchange funds for US 

dollars at the airport, a bank, or foreign currency 

exchange outlets. Automated teller machines (ATMs) 

are widespread throughout New York, and credit cards 

or traveler’s checks are widely accepted. 

For the most up-to-date currency exchange 

information, please visit www.xe.com/ucc.

Tipping

Customary gratuity should be calculated at 15%, which 

is a base standard tip in most restaurants, bars, and 

hotels. Other customary gratuities include concierge 

US$5, hotel porters US$3-$5, hotel maids US$2-$5, and 

valet parking US$3.

Smoking

Smoking is not permitted at the Sheraton New York 

Hotel & Towers.

 

Local Information
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Statement of Need
This joint symposium will be centered on the use of video-assisted 
procedures for the treatment of thoracic diseases and conditions. 
Video-assisted sympathectomy will be a focus—specifically, its 
techniques, indications, side effects, and complications. The 
nonsurgical management of hyperhidrosis will also be presented. The 
other main focus of the symposium will be video-assisted thoracic 
surgery (VATS) and other minimally invasive techniques including 
laparoscopy, robotic surgery, ablation, and bronchoscopy. Thoracic 
conditions to be discussed include lung and esophageal 
malignancies, Barrett’s esophagus, emphysema, and 
gastroesophageal reflux disease; thoracic conditions such as 
empyema, pneumothorax, pericardial disease, and chest trauma will 
also be discussed. Participants will gain an appreciation for the 
widespread uses of VATS and other minimally invasive surgeries, as 
well as an understanding of their limitations and future challenges.

Target Audience
This activity is designed for surgical oncologists, medical oncologists, 
physicians, physician assistants, and other healthcare professionals 
interested in the treatment of patients with lung and esophageal 
cancer. 

Educational Objectives
Upon completion of this activity, participants will be able to 

ISSS 2009
	 1. �Compare conventional and emerging techniques for 

sympathetic surgery.
	 2. �Describe current options for the management of hyperhidrosis.
	 3. �Identify common side effects and serious complications of 

sympathectomy.
	 4. �Discuss the issues surrounding patient selection, informed 

consent, and postsurgical quality of life with sympathectomy.
	 5. �Outline management strategies for hyperhidrosis that occurs 

following sympathectomy.

VATS 2009
	 6. �Assess the current state of lung cancer resection by VATS.
	 7. �Discuss the uses of VATS in nonmalignant diseases and 

conditions.
	 8. �Understand and apply advanced skills for robotic lung, 

esophageal, and mediastinal surgery.
	 9. �Evaluate the role of minimally invasive surgery for the staging of 

esophageal cancer and the treatment of esophageal diseases.
	 10. �Describe ablative therapy options for lung cancer and Barrett’s 

esophagus.
	 11. �Review recent innovations in bronchoscopy.
	 12. �Evaluate recent clinical data from studies investigating molecular 

approaches to predicting benefit of adjuvant chemotherapy for 
early-stage NSCLC.

Method of Participation
This five-day symposium will use multiple methods of participation to 
engage attendees and enhance the learning process, including 
lectures and presentations, and will provide evidence-based 
education to multidisciplinary clinicians involved in the screening, 
diagnosis, and treatment of patients with lung and esophageal 

cancer or abnormal scans of the chest, by renowned national and 
international researchers and physicians. In addition, this meeting will 
provide a unique opportunity to meet with surgeons performing 
sympathectomies who originate from a variety of backgrounds around 
the world.   

Accreditation 
Physicians: The CBCE™ (The Center for Biomedical Continuing 
Education) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians. 

The CBCE designates this educational activity for a maximum of  
33 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in this activity. 

Physician Assistants: AAPA accepts certificates of participation for 
educational activities certified for Category 1 credit from AOACCME, 
Prescribed credit from AAFP, and AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ from 
organizations accredited by ACCME or a recognized state medical 
society. Physician assistants may receive a maximum of 33 hours of 
Category 1 credit for completing this program. 

Certificate 
The Evaluation and Request for Credit Form must be completed and 
returned to the CBCE following this activity to obtain credit. Participants 
will receive their certificate 4-6 weeks after the CBCE receives their form.

Acknowledgement of Commercial Support
The CBCE gratefully acknowledges the educational grant(s) provided by 
multiple commercial supporters. To date, we have received an 
educational grant from Covidien. Please visit www.thecbce.com for a 
current list of supporters.

Americans With Disabilities Act 
The CBCE fully complies with the legal requirements of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act and the rules and regulations thereof. If any 
participant in this educational activity is in need of support services, 
please notify the CBCE staff at the conference registration desk.
 
Educational Inquiries
For further information, please contact the CBCE, 1707 Market Place 
Blvd., Suite 370, Irving, TX 75063; Phone: +001 (214) 260-9024;  
Fax: +001 (214) 260-0408; E-mail: info@thecbce.com.

Disclaimer
The content and views presented in this educational activity are those of 
the faculty and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
recommendations of the CBCE or Covidien. This material has been 
prepared based on a review of multiple sources of information but is not 
comprehensive. Participants are advised to critically appraise the 
information presented, and they are encouraged to consult the available 
literature on any product or device mentioned in this program.

Accreditation Information
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To register, or for further information, please 

complete the Registration Form on the following 

page and fax or mail to:

The CBCE

1707 Market Place Blvd., Suite 370

Irving, TX 75063

Fax: +001 (214) 260-0408 

Registrations will be confirmed via e-mail. Please provide an 
e-mail address so that confirmation may be sent to you. Your 
registration is not complete until you receive a confirmation. 
Please contact the CBCE via phone, +001 (214) 260-9024, or 
e-mail, info@thecbce.com, if you do not receive a confirmation 
within 3 business days of your registration submission.    

Register online at www.thecbce.com/ISSSVATS.

Registration Fees: The registration fee covers 

participation at all designated program sessions, 

meeting materials, and food functions per the 

agenda. Onsite registration fees are different from 

the prices listed below. Please contact the CBCE for 

onsite registration rates.

ISSS ONLY

- �Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals (in 

practice or academic research): $425 USD

VATS 2009 ONLY

- �Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals (in 

practice or academic research): $425 USD

ISSS AND VATS 2009

- �Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals (in 

practice or academic research): $795 USD

ISSS ONLY - Industry/all others: $2,495 USD

VATS 2009 ONLY - Industry/all others: $2,495 USD

ISSS AND VATS 2009 - Industry/all others: $3,995 USD

(Industry is defined by the CBCE as any person employed by a for-profit
organization, including biotech, financial, and pharmaceutical.)

ISSS ONLY - Exhibitor: $995 USD

VATS 2009 ONLY - Exhibitor: $995 USD

ISSS AND VATS 2009 - Exhibitor: $1,595 USD

(This does not include booth registration or fees.)

Guest passes are available for meal functions only,  

and are not valid for entrance to either program. 

Please see the Registration Form for instructions.

GUEST PASS 

- 4 days (all meals) ISSS and VATS 2009 - 

Valid dates: March 25-29, 2009

Price: $350 USD per person

(Pass valid for guest entry to all group meal functions during the dates listed.)

GUEST PASS 

- 2 days (all meals) ISSS -  

Valid dates: March 25-27, 2009

Price: $225 USD per person

(Pass valid for guest entry to all group meal functions during the dates listed.)

GUEST PASS 

- 2 days (all meals) VATS 2009 -  

Valid dates: March 28-29, 2009

Price: $250 USD per person

(Pass valid for guest entry to all group meal functions during the dates listed.)

GUEST PASS 

- Saturday Dinner -  

Valid date: March 28, 2009

Price: $150 USD per person

(Pass valid for guest entry to the Saturday night reception and dinner ONLY.) 

Early-Bird Registration

ISSS ONLY 

- Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals 

early-bird registration received prior to February 13, 2009: 

$375 USD

VATS 2009 ONLY 

- Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals 

early-bird registration received prior to February 13, 2009: 

$375 USD

ISSS AND VATS 2009 

- Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals 

early-bird registration received prior to February 13, 2009: 

$695 USD

(Fax, postdate, or register online by date above to be eligible for discount.)

Registration Information
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An e-mail address and phone number are required to confirm your registration.

March 25-29, 2009 

Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers - New York, NY

Please select appropriate categories. Registration fees are provided on page 16 of this brochure.

O Mr    O Ms   O MD    O DO    O PhD   O PharmD    O Fellow 	O RN   O Other: 

Last Name				    First Name					   

Institute				    Title					   

Address (no P.O. boxes, please)

City					     State/Province		  Zip/Postal Code 		  Country

Phone (*required)			   Fax			   E-mail (*required)

Signature (Signature indicates that you understand, accept, and will abide by all conference guidelines.)

Guest passes are available for meal functions only, and are not valid for entrance to either program. Please enter the name(s) of your guest(s) 
and select a pass type. If you have multiple guest names, separate the names with a comma. You will be charged the amount listed next to 
your selected pass for each guest name you list.

Last Name					     First Name					   

METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR PROGRAM REGISTRATION: 
Payment must be received to confirm your registration.

O Check: (Please make payable to: The CBCE.)   |  Credit Card:    O Visa    O MasterCard    O Discover    O AMEX

Card Number  	 Expiration Date	 Authorization Signature

If you require special accommodations to participate in this educational activity, please note your needs below:
(The CBCE fully complies with the legal requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act and the rules and regulations thereof.) 

O ISSS ONLY - Industry/all others
O VATS 2009 ONLY - Industry/all others
O �ISSS AND VATS 2009 - Industry/all others 

(Industry is defined by the CBCE as any person employed by a for-profit
organization, including biotech, financial, and pharmaceutical.)

O ISSS ONLY - Exhibitor
O VATS 2009 ONLY - Exhibitor
O �ISSS AND VATS 2009 - Exhibitor 

(This does not include booth registration or fees.)

The Eighth International Symposium on Sympathetic Surgery (ISSS): Approaching Clinical Care With Clinical 

Science and VATS 2009: The Seventh International Symposium on Video-Assisted Thoracic Surgery

___ GUEST PASS - �4 days (all meals) ISSS and VATS 2009
___ GUEST PASS - 2 days (all meals) ISSS ONLY

___ GUEST PASS - 2 days (all meals) VATS 2009 ONLY
___ GUEST PASS - Saturday Dinner 
___ NO GUESTS

O ISSS ONLY - Physicians and Other Healthcare Professionals
O VATS 2009 ONLY - �Physicians and Other Healthcare 

Professionals
O ISSS AND VATS 2009 - �Physicians and Other Healthcare 

Professionals

Fax, postdate, or register online by February 13 , 2009, to be eligible for early-bird discount.

Registration Form
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